
PARISH GIFTING: It is good having so many people 

supporting their parish using Direct 

Debit or Credit Cards or the QR code 

near the Front Door. It saves the Parish 

the cost of buying envelopes, counting 

money and the associated security re-

quired and then trips to and from the 

Bank! -  

BUT, as one Parishioner 

pointed out, he feels a bit embarrassed 

not putting anything “on the plate”. This 

is a SERIOUS ISSUE from a Liturgy 

point of view — our contribution is not 

just urgently needed fund raising, but it 

is, more importantly, a symbol of you 

and your family’s life and its involvement in our 

world. Thus, putting something “on the plate” recognis-

es this and then it’s brought forward in the gifts pro-

cession. We pray “Blessed are you God (for these 

gifts)...may they become our Spiritual food and drink. 

To overcome this issue and support those who contrib-

ute electronically, you are invited to collect a plastic 

card (see the photos of the ‘new’ and ‘old’ versions) 

from near the front door of the church and place is 

on the plate. It will be recycled and be back at the 

Front door next week.  

If you’d like to sign up for Direct Debiting/Credit Card 

giving go to Parish Website/Contacts and Links/

Forms and Downloads and follow the links. 

Our LENTEN preparation for EASTER: Celebrating 

the Forgiveness of our Sins:  

Why not celebrate our common Sinfulness and that 

God never ceases to forgive and show us mercy? On 

THURSDAY 5th April, 7.00pm, we will celebrate the 

Second Rite of Penance. How to do that?? In this 

Lent, where we have been considering how we are 

agents of division rather than followers of Christ’s way 

of COMMUNION, you may wish to reflect on how you 

do both. (Spend some time reflecting on “why do I do 

these things”) and write them and your answer down 

on a piece of paper BEFORE coming to church that 

night (DO NOT include your name!!). The basic struc-

ture of the Second Rite is: Introduc-

tion, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of 

Penance and concluding rite. During 

the Liturgy of Penance, you will pro-

cess forward, hand your OPEN sheet 

of paper to Father, receive Absolution 

and return to your place.  

Jesus was never upset with sinners; he was only 

upset with people who did not think they were sin-

ners! (An article by Fr Richard Rohr)   

We must bear patiently not being good . . . and not be-

ing thought good. -- St. Francis of Assisi 

Whoever is willing to serenely bear the trial of being 

displeasing to herself, that person is a pleasant place of 

shelter for Jesus.— St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

Prayer for Peace led by Pope Francis 

Catholics around the world are being  encouraged to join their 

prayers with those of Pope Francis on March 25 when he conse-

crates Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary on the 

Feast of the Annunciation. Please join us at 10am at the Cathedral 

of St Stephen for Mass celebrating the Feast of the Annunciation, 

followed by the Stations of the Cross which will include a Prayer of 

Consecration in union with Pope Francis and the Church around 

the world. Bishop Ken will preside at Mass and lead the Stations 

and Prayer. If you are unable to make this service in person, we 

invite you to join our livestream service: https://bit.ly/3ttqSgL  

Forgive us for the war, Lord. 

Lord Jesus, son of God, have mercy on us sinners. 

Lord Jesus, born under the bombs of Kyiv, have mercy on us. 

Lord Jesus, dead in the arms of a mother in Kharkiv, have mercy on 
us. 

Lord Jesus, in the 20-year-olds sent to the frontline, have mercy on 
us. 

Lord Jesus, who continues to see hands armed with weapons un-
der the shadow of the cross, forgive us, Lord. 

Forgive us if, not content with the nails with which we pierced your 
hand, we continue to drink from the blood of the dead torn apart 
by weapons. 

Forgive us if these hands that you had created to protect have 
been turned into instruments of death. 

Forgive us, Lord, if we continue to kill our brother. Forgive us, Lord, 
if we continue to kill our brother, if we continue like Cain to take 
the stones from our field to kill Abel. 

Forgive us if we go out of our way to justify cruelty, if, in our pain, 
we legitimize the cruelty of our actions. Forgive us the war, Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ, son of God, we implore you to stop the hand of 
Cain, enlighten our conscience, let not our will be done, do not 
abandon us to our own doing. Stop us, Lord, stop us, and when 
you have stopped the hand of Cain, take care of him also. He is our 
brother. 

O Lord, stop the        

violence.  

Stop us, Lord.  

Amen. 
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 5th Sunday in Lent (Year C) 

1st Reading:   Isaiah 43:16-21 

2nd Reading:  Philippians 3:8-14 

Gospel:           John 8:1-11 

Daily Mass Readings  

Synod Consultation  

In February a small group of parish-

ioners met to consider the three 

themes of the synod - Communion, 

Participation and Mission. Although it 

was a small group, the conversation was lively, and the top-

ics generated much discussion. These were the responses 

generated and sent to the National Team for consideration. 

Communion 

Our group felt that our Parish Community is doing a good job of 

encouraging us to “walk together”. We are a “Community of 

communities” and this should be encouraged. However, we all 

felt that we are not listened to by the Church hierarchy and pray 

that this synod will make a difference. Past experiences. Such as 

Hearts on Fire and Jubilee 2000 make is sceptical of real change. 

We hope and pray that there will be courageous, candid and re-

sponsible discussions of issues that are in the forefront of many 

Australian Catholic minds e.g  

 Married priests,  

 women integrated into the Church hierarchy and given voice,  

 no discrimination and dignity and acceptance of all regardless 

of sexual orientation or marital status 

 inclusive language,  

 consideration of the language of the mass in Australia 

We acknowledge the difference COVID has made to participation 

and involvement and wonder how Church will be different in the 

future. 

Participation 

In responding to the questions, we discerned the following:- 

Goals are set by a few in leadership with little consultation with 

individuals in the Church. Any steps for taking them forward is 

left for the individuals to discern on their own. The model of 

church is still perceived as hierarchical with the bishops and 

priests exerting authority. Evaluation is infrequent and often ad 

hoc. Little, if any, feedback on outcomes is communicated. Parish 

councils and teams, where they exist, reach out to their commu-

nities with little guidance or support.  

Decisions are made by a few and do not always represent the 

views of everyone. Often decisions are made before consultation 

begins. A patriarchal model still exists where it seems some be-

lieve that they know best and that the general assembly knows 

little. This does not take account of the levels of education and 

theological studies undertaken by many lay persons. Church doc-

uments need to be mindful of lay persons and use language that 

educates, informs and invites action. The recent documents from 

the Vatican, e,g Laudate Si, have been very accessible and have 

encouraged action without the imprimatur of clergy. This has 

been challenging for some as it is seen as a loss of authority. Us-

ing the KISS (Keep It Simple) principle is beneficial. 

Continued page 3   

What’s on in the coming week at Stafford?  

Mon 28th 8.30am Mass 

Tues 29th 8.30am Morning Prayer of the Church with 

Communion 

Wed 30th   

Thurs 31st 8.30am Mass  

Fri 1st 9.00am 

9.30am 

9.45am 

5.30pm 

Mass  

Stations of the Cross (after Mass) 

Lenten Group with cuppa   

Stations of the  Cross (Church) 

Sat 2nd 5.00pm Mass with Livestream Zoom 

Sun 3rd  9.00am Mass with Livestream Zoom 

 
 
 
 
 

Rosalie 44, is an ex-combatant 

who lives with her husband and seven children in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Forced to join the army 
when she was just 15-years-old, Rosalie experienced 

significant trauma and hardship 

during her years in the military. 
After she was demobilised from 
the army, Rosalie, like other ex-
combatants, was left to fend for 

herself in the community. 

With your generous support and 
through our local partners, Rosalie 
was able to connect with other 
members of her community and 
participate in business skills training 
to help her to reintegrate into socie-

ty. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 and help 
women like Rosalie to succeed in the future, provid-
ing hope For All Future Generations. 
 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their 

challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Fu-

ture Generations. You can donate 

through Project Compassion donation 

boxes and envelopes available from 

your Parish, by visiting 

lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 

024 413. 

https://www.universalis.com/Australia/20210530/mass.htm
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


At local level the Parish council uses the shared wisdom model to 

promote full participation of council members, but sometimes 

cultural mores promote the primacy of clergy as some cultures are 

conditioned to a hierarchical model rather than a more devolved 

model where all the baptised are the Church and can have voice.  

Mission 

What is the mission, and what is the message? 

First we confront a personal challenge of faith. Not so long ago the 

focus wasn’t on Christ’s love, but dos and don’ts, the sins done in 

thought or deed. Many people have long given up or looked for 

simpler answers elsewhere. 

For those who stay or become catholic, if we believe we profess 

God’s love, and have duty to share this, is it not demanded we live 

it? How can we true followers of Jesus if won’t love everyone? We 

exclude people who are divorced, or don’t fit the traditional sexual 

stereotype?  

Women are excluded from the most senior leadership, celibacy is 

demanded, and no one can explain the benefit to a sceptical and 

educated youth who self-exclude from formal vocations.  

There is no question that as a faith/church/ community we have 

given so much, through schooling, hospitals and community sup-

port such as SVDP. Our church has a history of well-intentioned 

good deeds.  

The immense damage of human frailty and poor leadership has 

blighted us. 

The ‘modern’ history of Australia is largely a secular story. This is a 

great benefit to our church as we can and be viewed against other 

faith s on the merits of our message and how we live it. Do we 

really understand those other faiths and what they offer? 

Why must change go through a group of aging male bishops? 

Change is stifled for decades or more. Many people take their own 

path. For those who stay, we try and live a Christian life, accom-

modating as much as is palatable for modern living as is possible, 

while being a Catholic. How is that a compelling message?  

Would you like to join our Lenten discus-

sion group? We will follow the daily readings and 

reflections from The Spirit And The Cross. Join a Zoom 

Discussion each Monday evening during Lent at 

7.00pm or meet after Stations of the Cross on Friday 

9.45am in the Meeting Room. We will enjoy a cuppa 

and share our thoughts on the daily reading. Click on 

the link to join the Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 944 3799 9915    

Passcode: aat7WHBG    

Palm Cross Craft Morning 

Please come and help make our Palm crosses for Palm 
Sunday. 
Morning tea will be supplied.   
It is a wonderful bonding time for all involved. 
We will attempt to make around 250, so need as many 
people as possible to help. 
Whatever time you can spare will be 
appreciated. 
Any questions ring, 
Dianne… 0407616637 
 
What….making of palm crosses 
When….8th April 
Where…Parish meeting room 
Time…..9.30am 

The Care for Creation Group has registered 

for Clean Up Australia Day, Sunday 27th March. Join 

us at 4.00pm and help to care for creation. Register via the link 

Clean Up Australia (cleanupaustraliaday.org.au) Just put in the 

postcode 4053 and you will see the Keong Park event.  

The Cursillo Movement offers men and women, young 

and not so young an opportunity to grow in faith. There is a week-

end planned for 23rd -25th April, led by laity, which offers you a 

few days of time to do something for yourself. It will be an experi-

ence of talks, discussions, shared meals, free time, reflection and 

fun. If you are interested in finding out more about Cursillo, or the 

coming weekend make contact with Rosemary Haydock on 

rhaydock@live.com.au or call her on 0431464211.  

Parish Office hours next week 

will unpredictable  as I will be out of the 

office.  I will be checking emails but there 

may not be anyone in the office at times.  

If your business with the parish office is 

non urgent perhaps send an email or  

wait until  my return on Monday  4th 

April.  Apologies for any inconvenience, 

Debra. 

 

 

ñNo longer was there manna for the Israel-
ites, who that year ate of the yield of the 
land of Canaan.ò   (JOSHUA 5:12) 

Over the forty years that the Israelites journeyed through the 

desert, God provided them with manna to eat.  As soon as 

they were able to enjoy the fruits of the Promised Land the 

manna ceased.  Likewise, Godôs blessings to us may change 

over the years but it is important to trust that God will always 

provide us with all that we need. 

Click here to join 

the Lenten          

discussion  

https://zoom.us/j/94437999915?pwd=bDhWWHpZS0VLVU1iYkcwYzdyRVVJQT09#success
https://zoom.us/j/94437999915?pwd=bDhWWHpZS0VLVU1iYkcwYzdyRVVJQT09#success


A N O I N T I N G  O F  T H E  S I C K  

IF you are going to hospital unexpectedly for 

an op, let Fr Denis know and we can celebrate 

this Sacrament beforehand. 

You may add a sick person’s name to 

the list by phoning the Parish Office 

(3356 7155). To keep the list ‘fresh’ the last 

names will be removed. If their illness continues, let 

us know and we’ll add them to the start of the list.  

Our Lady, Queen of Apostles Parish Office 

Address:                   70 Appleby Road, Stafford  

Parish email:             stafford@bne.catholic.net.au 

Parish WEBSITE:          www.staffordcatholicparish.org.au   

Parish Administrator:       Fr Denis Scanlan  

Fr Denis’ E-mail:               pp.stafford@bne.catholic.net.au  

Parish Pastoral Council:  ppcstafford@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary:           Debra Visser  

Office Hours:               Mon/Tues 9 - 3.30pm Thurs 9-1 

Office Telephone:          3356 7155 

Parish Local Safeguarding  Representative:    

Helen Royan  Phone 0407 372 540 

STOPline Service:         1300 304 550 or 

AOB@stopline.com.au  or 

www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com 

Queen of Apostles School Contacts 

Address: 10 Thuruna Street, Stafford  

School email:               pstafford@bne.catholic.edu.au 

School Principal:   Nigel Bird  

APRE:   Megan Conroy  

APLE:     Leonie McCormack 

Phone (Thuruna St)    3352 9200  

Phone (Chuter St)  3326 0400  

BAPTISMS in this Parish occur at 

10.30am on the Third Sunday of each 

Month (except during Lent and  

OCTOBER).  

For BAPTISM  BOOKINGS                  

please contact the Parish Office.  

Let Us Pray 

We pray for those who are unwell:   

Janice Itong, Shaun Donaldson, Miguela Savellon, 

Ting Padayhag, Eileen Matthew, Trevor Cavanagh, 

Kevin Tyack, Editha Weyh, Winsome Rusterholz, 

Mark Robertson, Jo Haines,  Sr Patricia Coyle, Car-

olyn Bohl, Noel Cavanagh, Timothy Willson, Graham 

Evans, Fr Paul Glynn and Norm Ward.   

We pray for those recently deceased:   

Molly Rampa, Peter Muir, Bruce Willson, Anne Ste-
vens, Patricia Schonrock, Marry Rah, Alma Camp-

bell, Nola Costello, Rita Sorbello, Da Dia, Maria Del 

Rosso, Sandy Eglin, Neville Lamb, Kevin Mewburn, 

Veronica Nicholson, Fr Ellis Clifford,  

And those whose anniversaries occur 

at this time:   Michael O’Donnell, Bar-

bara Cavanagh, Frank Blumke, John 
Blumke and all deceased parishioners, 

their families and friends, and all our 

brothers and sisters in Christ maimed, 

killed or  dispossessed because of their faith.  

Live Stream Mass via Zoom       

Time: This is a recurring meeting               

Meet anytime 

https://zoom.us/j/93315882077?
pwd=Vko3TlQ0TnFUUHRva2xnRTlmY2t
WUT09 

Meeting ID: 933 1588 2077        

Passcode: eucharist7 

One tap mobile                                                                                                    
                                                                        

+61370182005,,93315882077#,,,, 

*5210026787# Australia 

Dial by your location 

        +61 3 7018 2005 Australia 

        +61 8 7150 1149 Australia 

        Meeting ID: 933 1588 2077     

          Passcode: 5210026787  

 

Find your local number:  

https://zoom.us/u/abFRoDf0fS  

This is now a monthly publication available from 

the first weekend of the month. 

March edition is available now!  

mailto:stafford@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.staffordcatholicparish.org.au
mailto:pstafford@bne.catholic.edu.au
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