Our Lady, Queen of Apostles Parish, Stafford
A Parish of the Brisbane North West Deanery
Vision: “To follow the example of Jesus by serving others.”

First Sunday of LENT – Year C 5th/6th March, 2022

C

ongratulations to ELISE GREEN who, at 9.00am
Mass this weekend will be fully initiated into the Church through celebrating her first Communion! We the
church thank her parents, Dad and
Shanti for their example and commitment to Elise’s faith.
Rite of Election
(which we celebrate this weekend at 9am Mass)

During the Rite of Election the church formally
announces the names of those who will soon celebrate
the sacraments of initiation. Usually, the rite of election
takes place at the cathedral with the bishop although
because of COVID restrictions, this year it will happen
in our Parish at the 9am Mass on the First Sunday of
Lent. Those who are named (Shanti Green, Caitlyn
Ward, Isabella Ward, Ashton Childs and Jenna
Waddell) will celebrate baptism, confirmation, and first
communion in our parish during the Easter Vigil and
the following Sunday. These individuals enter the
church as “catechumens” and leave as “elect.”

“Election” refers to the idea of “the chosen people.”
In Israel’s early history, God chose a people and
established a covenant with them. Christians believe
that God continues to choose people, now through
the covenant of baptism. The rite of election thus
establishes the names of those who will enter the new
covenant through the sacraments of initiation.
The key moments of the rite are the affirmation by the
godparents and the act of admission or election. In the
affirmation, the godparents testify that the catechumens
are worthy to be initiated. Their testimony reveals the
church’s positive judgment about the catechumens’
desire and behaviour. The entire assembly may also join
the affirmation.
Finally, during the act of admission or election, the
bishop (Fr Denis) declares that the catechumens are
members of the elect, to be initiated this coming Easter.
The “Rite of the Elect” is about being named among
God’s chosen people.
(This article appeared in All Saints Parish Albany Creek’s
newsletter last week)
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 2 March, 2022 which
is a six week period leading up to Easter. Lent lasts 40
days, which is a commemoration of the 40 days that
Jesus spent fasting in the desert. Sundays are not
counted as part of Lent.

During Lent, we prepare for the celebration of Easter
through prayer, fasting, repentance and remembrance
of the story of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, Lent calls us to lend an ear and lend a hand
by listening to the voice of the Lord and to the cry of
the people which demands the silence of the desert.
The word ‘listen’ contains the same letters as the word
‘silent’. Yes, we need to be silent to listen and we need
to be listening to be silent.

When we listen and become silent, we realise that
Lent is a favourable time for opening the doors to all
those in need recognizing in them the face of Christ.
 When we listen and become silent, we realise that
each life that we encounter is a gift deserving
acceptance, respect and love. (Pope Francis).
 When we listen and become silent, we realise that
there is no limit to the amount of good we can do.
 When we listen and become silent, we realise that
Lent is a time to mend the broken relationships
within our families and communities.
 When we listen and become silent, we realise that a
fasting on the present day temptations and a feast on
the Word of God and good books will give us a new
direction and momentum.
 When we listen and become silent, we realise that
we need to fast our EGO (Edging God Out) to feed the
GOD in us. Otherwise our EGO will Edge out God in
us.
Throughout Lent, make practical plans to do something
out of the ordinary:


Perform one act of kindness every day.
 Reconnect and recommit with your faith: Plan to
attend church every week during Lent. Make use of
the parish group/individual Lenten reflection books.
 Help the poor and the needy by joining the Parish
Project Compassion: Each year Project Compassion
brings together thousands of Australians in schools,
parishes and the community to stand in solidarity
with the world’s most vulnerable communities, to
help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.
 Connect with friends, family and parishioners more.
Lent is what we make it. If we are going to remember
Lent, make it meaningful for us this time. The ashes
sprinkled on Ash Wednesday on our heads are a
symbol of the reality that we came forth from the earth
and when we die, we will return to the earth.


“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall
return.” (Genesis 3:19)
THE ‘COLLECTION’ is back! Both 1st & 2nd Collection envelopes and
other donations will be collected with ONE COLLECTION only (at the
Gifts/Offertory Time. This collection symbolises the gift of our lives
ijoined with Christ in thanks to God.

2nd Sunday in Lent (Year C)
1st Reading: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18

2nd Reading: Philippians 3:17-4:1
Gospel:

Luke 9:28-36

Daily Mass Readings
What’s on in the coming week at Stafford?
Mon 7th

8.30am Mass

Tues 8th

8.30am Morning Prayer of the Church with
Communion

Wed 9th
Thurs 10th

9.00am Mass

Fri 11th

9.00am Mass
9.30am Stations of the Cross (after Mass)
9.45am Lenten Group with cuppa
12.00pm Anna’s Group
5.30pm Stations of the Cross (Church)

Sat 12th

5.00pm Mass with Livestream Zoom

Sun 13th

9.00am Mass with Livestream Zoom

The Cursillo Movement offers men and women, young and
not so young an opportunity to grow in faith. There is a weekend
planned for 23rd-25th April, led by laity, which offers you a few
days of time to do something for yourself. It will be an experience
of talks, discussions, shared meals, free time, reflection and fun.
If you are interested in finding out more about Cursillo, or the
coming weekend make contact with Rosemary Haydock on
rhaydock@live.com.au or call her on 0431464211.

Are you aware of The Voice?
As Australia
progresses in
its journey
towards reconciliation
with our First
Nations Peoples, a healthy
attitude of
listening, dialogue and mutual learning must occur. Our Social
Justice committee would like to recommend listening to a 2021
webinar which unpacks the role of Indigenous Voice as an educator and influencer in National Parliament. The webinar is 1hour
23 minutes in length. It is an interesting, informative and colourful presentation by respected leaders, including Dr Donna
Odergaard, Dr Emma Lee and Mr Jeff Kennett. A summary of the
webinar could be gained by listening from 1:04:47 to 1:10:00
impact2021 webinar: Indigenous Voice - Engaging our community
in the co-design process - YouTube

Anatercia 12, was struggling to
cope with adult responsibilities after
her father died. Then she participated in Caritas Australia-supported
training and gained access to psychosocial supports. Now, Anatercia
can easily access clean drinking
water, community members are able
to grow healthy crops all year round,
and there is enough nutritious food
to eat. Anatercia feels better supported by her community,
has more time to study and do her homework, and hopes
to fulfil her dream of becoming a nurse.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 to help
young people succeed in the future and bring stability
to vulnerable youth like Anatercia.
Together, we can help vulnerable
communities face their challenges
today and build a better tomorrow
For All Future Generations. You
can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes
available from your Parish, by visiting
lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800
024 413.

LENT 2022 WITH THE CATHOLIC GUY
BRUCE DOWNES
Be inspired, Be refreshed, Be renewed!

For 40 days you will receive a short, practical and inspiring video
in your inbox every morning to help you make this Lenten journey more powerful and prayerful. This program is FREE and
you can sign up here:
https://BruceDownes.org/Lent22 or Call 1300 734 880

Would you like to join our Lenten discussion? We will follow the daily readings and reflections from
The Spirit And The Cross. Join a Zoom Discussion each Monday
evening during Lent at 7.00pm or meet after Stations of the Cross
on Friday 9.45am in the Meeting Room. We will enjoy a cuppa
and share our thoughts on the daily reading. Click on the link to
join the Zoom.

Blessing of our Contemplation Garden This Sunday 6th
March immediately following
9.00am Mass. We invite our parish
to join together in thanksgiving as
we This outdoor space, offers a
place for peaceful reflection, where
immersed in the wonder of nature
we may take the opportunity to sit
quietly with our Creator God. We will be having a cuppa afterwards in the meeting room and new garden
area. Please join us

https://zoom.us/j/94437999915?
pwd=bDhWWHpZS0VLVU1iYkcwYzdyRVVJQT09
Meeting ID: 944 3799 9915 Passcode: aat7WHBG

The Anna’s Group is now open to all widows. They meet on
the 2nd Friday of the month at the Coffee
Club in Flockton Village at 12pm. Ladies will meet
again at 12pm on 11th March for lunch and be a
support for each other. Good food and good conversation is guaranteed!!!
Contact Dianne 0407616637 for further information.

Lenten Books are here! If you didn’t venture out in the wet
weather last weekend, your Lenten book will be here for collection this weekend. If you reserved a copy, it will have your name
on the book. If you haven’t yet paid for your reserved copy, you
can pay in cash on the weekend.

Project Compassion envelopes and boxes are also ready for
you to pick up. Please take note of Debra’s Do’s and Don’ts of

Project compassion Envelopes.
Do complete your details if you are wanting a tax receipt. I only
needs all details on the first week – unless you attend another
parish church during Lent. Each parish office will need your details. Subsequent weeks I can work with a name and the amount
given.
Do stick envelope closed using the gum line. Don’t use sticky
tape – it really slows me down when fighting with sticky tape
around an envelope.
Do please write your cash donation amount on the envelope.
Don’t leave it blank.
Do use one envelope only each week. If you have missed a
week, discard an envelope. It just doubles the workload of
Debra, when opening up multiple envelopes for the same person. All donations received one any Sunday are recorded as one
donation.
Don’t let your kids or partner put empty envelopes in the basket. All envelopes need to opened to check for cash – this adds
to my workload unnecessarily.
Do give generously. It is a great cause!

The Care for Creation Group has registered for Clean
Up Australia Day, Sunday 6th March. Join us at
4.00pm and help to care for creation. Register via the
link Clean Up Australia (cleanupaustraliaday.org.au)
Just put in the postcode 4053 and you will see the
Keong Park event.

Truth Telling
In the wake of the 2017 Uluru Statement from
the Heart, truth-telling has gained new currency
in Australia. The Statement called for a
‘Makarrata Commission to supervise a process of
agreement-making between governments and
First Nations and truth-telling about our history’.
Our parish Social Justice Committee is committed to supporting
our parish in learning more about our First Nations Peoples rich
culture and deep connection with country. We have purchased
two copies of Henry Reynolds’ book Truth Telling: History, sovereignty and the Uluru Statement . The book tells a disturbing tale
of colonial excess and violence, of conduct that wilfully ignored
imperial direction from Britain and even the law itself. It is available ON LOAN, from the Parish Office; we commend the book to
you and look forward to your feedback.
“I have now brought you the first fruits of the
products of the soil which you, O Lord, have
given to me.” (DEUTERONOMY 26:10)
This line from the Old Testament offers two challenges. First, do you give to God from your “first fruits” - the first
and best that you have to offer, or do you give from what
you have leftover? Second, do you realize that everything
you have and that everything you are has been given to you
by God? Ask God for a grateful and generous heart, every
day, in all circumstances.
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A N O I N T I N G
O F
T H E
S I C K
IF you are going to hospital unexpectedly for
an op, let Fr Denis know and we can celebrate
this Sacrament beforehand.
You may add a sick person’s name to
the list by phoning the Parish Office
(3356 7155). To keep the list ‘fresh’ the last
names will be removed. If their illness continues, let
us know and we’ll add them to the start of the list.

Let Us Pray
We pray for those who are unwell:
Shaun Donaldson, Miguela Savellon, Ting Padayhag,
Eileen Matthew, Trevor Cavanagh, Peter Muir, Kevin
Tyack, Editha Weyh, Winsome Rusterholz, Mark
Robertson, Jo Haines, Sr Patricia Coyle, Carolyn
Bohl, Noel Cavanagh, Timothy Willson, Graham Evans, Fr Paul Glynn and Norm Ward.
We pray for those recently deceased:
Patricia Schonrock, Mary Rah, Alma Campbell, Nola
Costello, Peter Muir, Rita Sorbello, Da Dia, Maria
Del Rosso, Sandy Eglin, Neville Lamb, Kevin Mewburn, Veronica Nicholson, Fr Ellis Clifford, Wally
Kusnierz, Norman Hall, Brian Wellman,
And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Frank Blumke,
John Blumke and all deceased parishioners, their families and friends,
and all our brothers and sisters in
Christ maimed, killed or dispossessed because of their faith.

Live Stream Mass via Zoom
Time: This is a recurring meeting
Meet anytime
https://zoom.us/j/93315882077?
pwd=Vko3TlQ0TnFUUHRva2xnRTlmY2t
WUT09
Meeting ID: 933 1588 2077
Passcode: eucharist7
One tap mobile
+61370182005,,93315882077#,,,,
*5210026787# Australia
Dial by your location
+61 3 7018 2005 Australia
+61 8 7150 1149 Australia
Meeting ID: 933 1588 2077
Passcode: 5210026787
Find your local number:
https://zoom.us/u/abFRoDf0fS

This is now a monthly publication available from
the first weekend of the month.
March edition will be delayed due to the weather!

